
Galatians 3:26-4:7

The Message

25-27 But now you have arrived at your destination: By faith in Christ you are in 

direct relationship with God. Your baptism in Christ was not just washing you up for 

a fresh start. It also involved dressing you in an adult faith wardrobe—Christ’s life, 

the fulfillment of God’s original promise.

In Christ’s Family

28-29 In Christ’s family there can be no division into Jew and non-Jew, slave and 

free, male and female. Among us you are all equal. That is, we are all in a common 

relationship with Jesus Christ. Also, since you are Christ’s family, then you are 

Abraham’s famous “descendant,” heirs according to the covenant promises.

4 1-3 Let me show you the implications of this. As long as the heir is a minor, he has 

no advantage over the slave. Though legally he owns the entire inheritance, he is 

subject to tutors and administrators until whatever date the father has set for 

emancipation. That is the way it is with us: When we were minors, we were just like 

slaves ordered around by simple instructions (the tutors and administrators of this 

world), with no say in the conduct of our own lives.

4-7 But when the time arrived that was set by God the Father, God sent his Son, born 

among us of a woman, born under the conditions of the law so that he might redeem 

those of us who have been kidnapped by the law. Thus we have been set free to 

experience our rightful heritage. You can tell for sure that you are now fully adopted 

as his own children because God sent the Spirit of his Son into our lives crying out, 

“Papa! Father!” Doesn’t that privilege of intimate conversation with God make it 

plain that you are not a slave, but a child? And if you are a child, you’re also an heir, 

with complete access to the inheritance.



Oscar Romero, Bishop, martyr

What does it mean to be a true heir? 

To often we see it as getting good things, things going right for us, everything sorting out 

ok. Yet with Oscar Romero, here was a man who was obedient to The Father, who followed 

The Spirit and yet got shot for being open about injustice. 

Following on from what Paul Flavell said last week – as well as being willing to tell others 

about Jesus are we willing to speak The Truth – God's whole truth no matter what.

Are we willing to not get the good things, not have things go right for us, not have 

everything ok? Re Ukrainians not yet getting the peace they pray for and yet praising God, 

standing firm in being heirs to The Father. 

Are we willing to upset the status quo by saying God's truth no matter what the cost?

All those who were martyred were martyred because they stood up for God's truth. They 

were so secure in their knowledge that they were fully in God's family clan that they did not 

fear man at all. 

Just as the heir does not fear because he is secure are we willing to boldly step out and 

follow what God has for us? Or do we try to keep everyone happy because we are a bit 

insecure?

Ask yourself - 

Do I feel secure in God's family? 

Do I truly feel like an heir to God?

Am I willing to stand up for God's truth and justice?

Am I willing to stay secure in God even if things don't go well? Even if things don't work 

out as I would like? Even if I have to suffer? And maybe those close to me that I love dearly

have to suffer too because I am compelled to speak God's truth no matter what?

Am I willing to stand up for truth as Oscar Romero did and as so many other martyrs before 

him have done?

Use this silence to ponder those questions. Then do your best when this is all over to 

continue pondering them. 
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